
1st February 2018

Dear Headteacher, Literacy / English co-ordinator, 

Bookfeast Schools Festival 2018: Wednesday 2nd- Friday 4th May 

Bookfeast is delighted to invite Oxfordshire primary schools to the Bookfeast Schools Festival 2018 - a packed programme 
of events and workshops with top authors and illustrators at St Hugh’s College, Oxford.  Bookfeast is especially grateful to 
St Hugh’s College for providing the stunning venues and to the children’s publishers for helping us to build another fantastic 
programme. 

The Events
The 2018 programme includes a range of top authors and illustrators:
 

Philip Ardagh & Elissa Elwick, Matt Carr, Tracey Corderoy, Elys Dolan, Abi Elphinstone,
Claire Fayers, Pip Jones & Adam Stower, Jennifer Killick, Layn Marlow, Tom Percival,

Tony de Saulles, Kaye Umansky, Steve Webb and Jeanne Willis

You can find out about these authors & illustrators and their events in the Information for Teachers section of this 
application pack. We have indicated the recommended year groups for each event, and given relevant links so that you can 
do some research before booking. Publishers will be in touch with you once you’ve booked to provide publicity materials, 
information about the author and possibly some sample copies so that the children can come prepared. 

About the event, and buying books
Each talk, including a short Q&A session, will last approximately 45-50 minutes followed by an opportunity for children to 
purchase books, meet the author personally and get their books signed. Please allow time for this as there can be queues. 
The Festival bookseller will send you a stock list and an individual money envelope for each child which we hope will 
simplify the book buying process. Please do try to give children the opportunity to buy a book as a signed memento and a 
moment with an author can make the visit all the more special. 

The St Hugh’s Exploration Trail is offered after your author session, provided you have booked in advance. This trail gives 
school groups the opportunity to explore the College’s wonderful gardens and to learn about aspects of college life, its 
alumni and history with a trained Bookfeast guide plus a student helper. This is a free activity taking around 30 minutes, 
but places are limited and it is weather-permitting. Please apply on the application form and you will be notified when your 
ticket booking is confirmed.

How to book tickets
Please print off and fill in the application forms in this pack and apply BY POST. Forms should be returned as soon as 
possible and no later than Friday 2nd March. Please mark your events in order of preference and indicate the year group 
and the number of accompanying adults you will be bringing, keeping this to the required minimum. We will be in contact 
before term ends to confirm which seats we can offer you. Your verbal acceptance of tickets will be binding, and we will 
then send a letter of confirmation and an invoice. No tickets are issued.

If you have any queries or would prefer to book your tickets by email, please contact celia.maclachlan@bookfeast.net or 
phone Celia MacLachlan or Angie Prysor-Jones on 01865 514149 and we will get back to you. 

We look forward to welcoming your school to the Festival. 

With best wishes, 

                                                                                                                                                                            

www.bookfeast.net

Angie Prysor-Jones
Bookfeast
Director 

Celia MacLachlan
Bookfeast 
Manager - Events for Schools 



Information about Bookfeast

Bookfeast is an Oxfordshire charity which promotes a love of reading. Bookfeast is dedicated to developing and sustaining the 
habit of reading in order to nourish minds and build communities. We run projects for Oxfordshire primary schools and in the 
wider community, inspiring and encouraging children and older people to enjoy, share and talk about books and to foster their 
own creativity.  Bookfeast believes that reading for pleasure is a magic potion – it enhances emotional understanding, allows 
us to learn about other people and how to relate to them and to discover the possibilities of the world outside our immediate 
environment.   For older people it can sustain mental and physical health; our reading groups stimulate conversation, boost 
confidence, and address social isolation.  www.bookfeast.net

Bookfeast Schools Festival and Events Programme
Bookfeast brings books to life!  Nothing is more inspiring than meeting a favourite writer; hearing how they work, how they got 
started, where they get ideas from and having the chance to get a special book signed.  Since 1998 (as Oxford Literary Festival: 
Education & Outreach and now Bookfeast) we have done just this for around 29,000 Oxfordshire children at over 225 events with 
top authors, illustrators and poets.  

Lunchboox Clubs
Lunchboox is a scheme of weekly lunchtime reading groups for children in Years 5 and 6 in Oxfordshire primary schools.  
Lunchboox aims to promote children’s enjoyment of reading and to make reading a habitual activity for them. Through our 
reading clubs we aim to encourage children to read more and to talk about books with confidence.  Bookfeast provides 
participating schools with a volunteer leader and books, as well as information and resources about books, authors and related 
activities.  For more information about this scheme or if your school is interested in getting involved please email 
celia.maclachlan@bookfeast.net.

Sponsors and Funding

St Hugh’s College
This year we are extremely grateful  once again to St Hugh’s College, Oxford, for generously hosting the Bookfeast Schools 
Festival and so providing a wonderful opportunity for Oxfordshire primary schools to spend part of a day in the College’s 
beautiful buildings and beautiful buildings and grounds, and to meet some of the College’s friendly students. It is an opportunity 
for pupils to see the possibilities that this university, on their doorstep, could unlock for them a few years hence. Founded in 
1886 to increase women’s access to Oxford, St Hugh’s maintains this radical tradition and is now one of the largest of the 
thirty-eight colleges which comprise the University of Oxford. The College has a diverse student population and offers the 
opportunity to study for degrees in a wide range of subjects. www.st-hughs.ox.ac.uk

We are also very grateful to our sponsors, funders and supporters:

Felicity Bryan Associates, founded in 1988, is an Oxford-based literary agency which handles fiction for children and adults and 
also non-fiction. Children’s authors include Tom Moorhouse, Jeanne Willis, Meg Rosoff, Sally Gardner, Jenny Downham, Liz Kessler, 
Lauren St John and David Almond. www.felicitybryan.org.uk

Thanks also to the Taylor Family Foundation and OUP Children’s Books for their generous support of this Festival.

Bookfeast is delighted to be working with the Oxford University Widening Access and Participation Team, and the ‘Oxford for Oxford’ programme.
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       Information for Teachers 

It’s not easy being a super special secret agent when you’re little… it’s even harder when 
you’ve got eight legs! A birthday cake is under threat. It’s time for Spyder to wriggle into 
action. She’s armed with binoculars, a top-secret laser pen and a yummy banana. Will 
Spyder save the day… and the birthday party? Meet Matt Carr, the creator of Spyder and 
the award-winning Superbat. Find out what it takes to become a super spy. Learn how to 
draw everyone’s favourite eight-legged agent and discover some spider-iffic fun facts along 
the way. 
mattcarrdesign.co.uk 
Recommended for Years 1-2
Supported by Scholastic

Matt Carr

Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam are the world’s most useless burglars. When their 
master plan for a robbery goes hopelessly wrong again, they discover that crime doesn’t 
pay but cupcakes certainly do! ...The Shifty McGifty series of books for young readers is 
perfect for reading aloud, with three hilarious stories in each book. Each tale is illustrated 
by Steven Lenton, and the pages are printed in two colours, so they’re a visual treat too. 
Tracey’s sessions are highly interactive, with storytelling, props, puppets, drawing, songs 
and games.
www.traceycorderoy.com 
Recommended for Years 1-3
Supported by Nosy Crow

Tracey Corderoy

Do you have what it takes to become a wizard? In this event award-winning children’s 
author and illustrator Elys Dolan will take you on a special Wizard Training Academy. 
Make your own potions, create your own trusty sidekick and design your own spells. By 
the end of the event you will have earned a certificate to prove you are a fully licensed 
wizard!  Elys has written lots of books for children and you’ll be one of the first to hear 
all about her brand new Wizarding for Beginners, which follows dragon Dave and his 
trusty steed – an eccentric goat called Albrecht - in their quest to become wizards. 
You’ll get to ask Elys questions during a Q&A, followed by the chance to get your book 
signed. 
www.elysdolan.com 
Recommended for Years 3-5
Supported by OUP

Elys Dolan

Join bestselling author Philip Ardagh and author-illustrator Elissa Elwick with their brand 
new chapter book series, Stick and Fetch Investigate. Follow Sally Stick and her best friend, 
Fetch the dog, as they solve mysteries and run their own detective agency. This is a  a mad-
cap event with storytelling, live drawing and lots of top mystery solving tips from Stick and 
Fetch! Philip’s titles include the bestselling Eddie Dickens trilogy and Stinking Rich and Just 
Plain Stinky, the winner of the 2009 Roald Dahl Funny Prize. He stands two metres tall with 
a most impressive beard. Elissa Elwick writes too and is the author and illustrator of The 
Princess and the Sleep Stealer. 
www.walker.co.uk 
Recommended for Years 2-4
Supported by Walker 

Philip Ardagh 
& Elissa Elwick



Layn Marlow

Piper the tiger cub can do many things, but staying in his own bed all night is still a bit of a 
problem. He’ll overcome his difficulties in the end, just as we all do when we learn and grow. 
As well as drawing and reading from Too Small For My Big Bed (author Amber Stewart), 
illustrator Layn Marlow will be talking a little about tigers and asking the children about the 
amazing things they’ve already learned to do. She’ll also encourage them to do more new 
things, like making a tiger mask, joining in with an action rhyme and maybe even doing a new 
tiger dance!
www.laynmarlow.co.uk 
Recommended for Reception-Year 1
Supported by OUP

Jennifer Killick

Jennifer Killick is the author of the hilarious Alex Sparrow books. Alex and Jess are unlikely 
superheroes whose powers have unfortunate side effects. In their latest adventure, they must 
pit their unusual powers against a furry menace and a shadowy villain, aided by Bob the 
goldfish, Dexter the pigeon and Alex’s new best friend, the hedgehog Mr Prickles. In this 
interactive session, Jennifer will talk about why we love stories and how to go about writing 
our own - starting with a story seed and making it grow. With games and plenty of questions, 
Jennifer will talk about her books, where she gets her ideas and what life as an author is really 
like. By the end of the session, Jennifer hopes that the children will leave raring to pick up a 
book and read, or to write one themselves.
www.jenniferkillick.com 
Recommended for Years 5-6
Supported by Firefly Press

Pip Jones lives in East London with her partner, her two daughters and a real invisible cat. 
She writes a lot. She is the author of six Squishy McFluff books, several picture books and 
her new series Piggy Handsome. Adam Stower illustrates work by a great variety of authors, 
including Neil Gaiman and Francesca Simon, as well as several books he has written himself. 
Piggy Handsome is from a very long line of famous guinea pigs, and he’s decided that it’s 
his turn for stardom. But how on earth can a guinea pig get famous? With help from Jeff 
the Budgie, Piggy sets out to try. Join author Pip Jones and illustrator Adam Stower for a 
hilarious event about this slightly pompous hero. With live drawing, readings and a chance 
to get involved, you’ll be giggling from start to finish.
pipjones.net  
Recommended for Years 3-5
Supported by Faber

Pip Jones &
Adam Stower

Claire Fayers writes comic fantasy featuring swashbuckling pirates, evil magicians, heroic 
librarians and man-eating penguins. In her talk she will share her experiences of writing. 
What do all stories need? Where do they start and how do they grow? Join Claire on a 
journey through the three essential items of story-telling. Children will have plenty of 
chances to come up with their own stories and will leave inspired and ready to start writing. 
Claire is the author of The Accidental Pirates books, a series that combines modern humour 
and good old-fashioned adventure.
clairefayers.com 
Recommended for Years 4-6
Supported by Macmillan

Claire Fayers

In the snowy kingdom of Erkenwald whales glide between icebergs, wolves hunt on the 
tundra and polar bears roam the glaciers. Here Eska and Flint journey to the Never Cliffs and 
beyond in search of an ancient song with the power to force the Ice Queen back...Catapult 
into remote and mysterious worlds with Abi Elphinstone.  Abi will be talking about the wild 
adventures behind her books. Recently back from living with the Kazakh Eagle Hunters in 
Mongolia and hunting out the northern lights in the Arctic, Abi will share stories and props 
as she brings her latest book, Sky Song, to life.
www.abielphinstone.com 
Scheme of work for Sky Song - http://www.abielphinstone.com/schools/4587845327 
Recommended for Years 5-6
Supported by Simon & Schuster Abi 

Elphinstone



Kaye Umansky

Prolific children’s author Kaye Umansky, creator of the bestselling Pongwiffy books, has a 
brand new series to share with you - Witch For A Week. When Elsie Pickles offers to 
house-sit the mysterious home of local witch Magenta Sharp, she has no idea what she’s 
getting herself into. Left with a talking raven and a scruffy dog for company, a magical tower 
that has a mind of its own and a book of instruction called Everything You Need to Know, 
what could possibly go wrong? 
This is a spellbinding event for little wannabe witches and wizards comprising of poetry, 
readings, writing advice and some magical props. Be sure to brew up some questions in 
advance for Kaye. Witch hats and broomsticks optional!
www.kayeumansky.com 
Recommended for Years 4-6
Supported by Simon & Schuster

Tony de 
Saulles

Illustrator of the bestselling Horrible Science series, Tony presents his brand new book 
Bee Boy, the story of unlikely superhero Melvin Meadly who is half-bee and half-boy. Will 
Melvin be able to defend his hive against killer wasps, terrifying hawkmoths, and battling 
queen bees? And what about the greatest menace of all… Nasty Norman Crudwell? 
Join Tony to discover his top secret illustration tips in a bee drawing workshop, uncover 
fascinating bee facts and put your knowledge to the test with a quiz, and be immersed in an 
action-packed story that will leave you buzzing!  
https://tonydesaulles.co.uk 
Recommended for Years 4-6
Supported by OUP

Norman had always been perfectly normal. That was until the day he grew a pair of wings! 
Join Tom Percival as he reads from his latest book, Perfectly Norman, a poignant and 
uplifting story about individuality. Prepare to create a story using just a suitcase full of props 
and your imagination. Bring your best ideas and singing voices for this highly interactive 
session.
www.tom-percival.com / @TomPercivalsays 
Recommended for Years 1-2
Supported by Bloomsbury

Tom Percival

”Once upon a slime, there was a Slodge. The first Slodge in the universe. She saw the first 
moon and stars, the first fruits and flowers. ‘Mine, all mine!’  she said. But what if there was 
not just one Slodge . . . but two?” 
Join Jeanne Willis – author of award-winning Bog Baby and Who’s in the Loo? - for an 
introduction to her wonderfully original and witty picture book, The First Slodge. This 
humorous exploration of sharing and friendship carries an important message: that the world 
belongs to everyone.  Jeanne will read the story, use powerpoint and props to explain the 
simplest beginnings of life on earth, and children can each make a Slodge of their own! 
www.jeannewillis.com
Recommended for Reception-Year 1
Supported by Little Tiger Press

Jeanne Willis

Hilariously horrible Spangles McNasty is back and up to his old money grabbing tricks! In 
Spangles McNasty and the Diamond Skull, Spangles and his mate Sausage-face Pete are on 
a mission to steal the legendary Diamond Skull pirate hat. Can local boy Freddie Taylor stop 
their thieving hat tricks? Find out how Steve Webb uses bonkers language in his funny tales 
in this hilarious, engaging and brilliantly interactive session that will inspire children to get 
writing their own stories.
www.heyyouitsmestevewebb.com/events
Recommended for Years 4-6
Supported by Andersen Press

Steve Webb



 

BOOKFEAST SCHOOLS FESTIVAL 2018 
APPLICATION FORMS FOR TICKETS 

	  
• Tickets for events with authors and illustrators at the Bookfeast Schools Festival are £4.00 per child. 

Seats for up to 3 accompanying adults are free per event. Additional adult seats are charged at the 
child rate.   
 

• There is no extra charge for the St Hugh’s Exploration Trail offered after your author session but 
places are strictly limited to a maximum of 2 classes per morning and afternoon tour. 
 

• Deadline for ticket applications: FRIDAY 2nd  MARCH  
 

• Please return these forms BY POST to:  
Celia MacLachlan, Bookfeast Schools Festival  
c/o Abbey Manor, High Street, East Hendred, Wantage, Oxon OX12 8JY 
 

• Please include THIS ALL-IMPORTANT FIRST SHEET WITH YOUR SCHOOL’S DETAILS ON IT!  
 

• You will be contacted by phone in the week of 5th March and before the Easter holidays regarding your 
application for tickets.  Once seats have been accepted verbally, we will write to confirm your booking 
and invoice the school accordingly. If you cancel your booking after this stage, you may be 
charged for the seats if they cannot be re-sold. 
 

• Please note that tickets will not be issued. 
 

• Application Forms can also be downloaded from our website at www.bookfeast.net 
 
If you have any queries about applying for tickets please email celia.maclachlan@bookfeast.net  
or call us on 01865 514149.       
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School Email 
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WEDNESDAY 2nd MAY 2018 
 

  
 
VENUE: St Hugh’s College 

 
 
Time of event 

 
Number of 
child tickets  
  

 
Number of 
adult tickets 
(up to 3 free 
per session) 

 
Year 
group(s) 

 
Order of 
preference 
(1st choice,  
2nd choice etc) 

 
 Philip Ardagh & Elissa Elwick 
(Years 2-4) 
 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Tom Percival (Years 1-2) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Layn Marlow (Reception-Year 1) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Kaye Umansky (Years 4-6) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.30pm 

    

 
Claire Fayers (Years 4-6) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 

 

 
2.00-2.30pm 

    

 
Tom Percival (Years 1-2) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.30pm 

    

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
THURSDAY 3rd MAY 2018 

 
 
 

 

 
 
VENUE: St Hugh’s College 

 
 
Time of event 

 
Number of 
child tickets  
  

 
Number of 
adult tickets 
(up to 3 free per 
session) 

 
Year group(s) 

 
Order of 
preference 
(1st choice,  
2nd choice etc) 

 
Steve Webb  (Years 4-6) 
 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Tracey Corderoy (Years1-3) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Jeanne Willis (Reception-
Year 1) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Abi Elphinstone (Years 5-6) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.30pm 

    

 
Tracey Corderoy (Years 1-3) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.30pm 

    

 
Jeanne Willis (Reception-
Year 1) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.30pm 
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FRIDAY 4th MAY 2018 
 

  
 
VENUE: St Hugh’s College 

 
 
Time of event 

 
Number of 
child tickets  
  

 
Number of 
adult tickets 
(up to 3 free 
per session) 

 
Year 
group(s) 

 
Order of 
preference 
(1st choice,  
2nd choice etc) 

 
Tony de Saulles (Years 4-6) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Jennifer Killick (Years 5-6) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Matt Carr (Years 1-2) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.00pm 

    

 
Pip Jones & Adam Stower 
(Years 3-5) 
 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.30pm 

    

 
Elys Dolan (Years 3-5) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.30pm 

    

 
Matt Carr (Years 1-2) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
St Hugh’s Exploration Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.30pm 
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