
15th February 2017

Dear Headteacher, Literacy / English co-ordinator, 

Bookfeast Schools Festival 2017: Tuesday 16th – Friday 19th May 

Bookfeast is delighted to invite Oxfordshire primary schools to the Bookfeast Schools Festival 2017 - a packed programme of 
events and workshops with top authors and illustrators at wonderful new venues at St Hugh’s College, Oxford.  Bookfeast is 
especially grateful to St Hugh’s College for hosting the Festival, to Blackwell’s and Felicity Bryan Associates for sponsorship, 
to St Michael’s and All Saints’ Charities for ticket and transport subsidies and to all the children’s publishers who have 
helped us to put together another fantastic programme. 

The Events
The 2017 programme explores the theme of “Character” and we have invited a range of authors and illustrators who have 
between them created a dazzling array of memorable, inspiring and lovable characters: 

Claire Barker, Suzanne Barton, Simon Cherry, Jo Cotterill, Abi Elphinstone, Teresa Heapy, 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave, Yasmeen Ismail, Laura James, Pip Jones, Cas Lester, 

Tom Moorhouse & Holly Swain, Piers Torday, Clara Vulliamy & Polly Faber, 
Gary Northfield, Michael Rosen, Laura Wood

You can find out about these authors & illustrators and their events in the Information for Teachers section of this 
application pack. We have indicated the recommended year groups for each event, and given relevant links so that you can 
do some research before booking. Publishers will be in touch with you once you’ve booked to provide publicity materials, 
information about the author and often some sample books so that the children can come prepared. 

About the event, and buying books
Each talk, including a short session for questions, will last approximately 50 minutes followed by an opportunity for children 
to browse and purchase books, meet the author personally and get their books signed. Please allow time for this as there 
can be queues. The Festival bookseller, Blackwell’s, will send you a stock list and an individual money envelope for each 
child which will simplify the book buying process. Please do try to give children the opportunity to buy a book as a signed 
memento and a moment with an author can make the visit all the more special. 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail - a fun activity in the gardens of St Hugh’s encouraging children to create their own inspiring 
or talented character.  This is free, but places are limited to 60 children per trail. Please apply on the application form.

How to book tickets
Please print off and fill in the application forms in this pack and apply BY POST. Forms should be returned as soon as possible 
and no later than Friday 24th March. Please mark your events in order of preference and indicate the year group and the 
number of accompanying adults you will be bringing, keeping this to the required minimum. We will be in contact before 
term ends to confirm which seats we can offer you. Your verbal acceptance of tickets will be binding, and we will then send 
a letter of confirmation and an invoice. No tickets are issued and seats are £4.00 per child (up to 3 accompanying adults 
free per party, £4.00 per seat thereafter).

If your school has high transport costs to get to the Festival, a subsidy can be applied for (limited), and if your school is 
struggling to cover ticket costs, again, please apply for a subsidy which will be allocated on a ‘highest need first’ basis. Please 
contact us for advice on either of these (tel: 01865 514149 or email: angie.prysor-jones@bookfeast.net).

If you have any queries or would prefer to book your tickets by email, please contact celia.maclachlan@bookfeast.net or 
phone Celia MacLachlan or Angie Prysor-Jones on 01865 514149. 

We look forward to welcoming your school to the Festival. 
With best wishes, 

Angie Prysor-Jones
Bookfeast
Director 

Celia MacLachlan
Bookfeast 
Manager - Events for Schools 



                                                                                                                                                                             
Information about Bookfeast

Bookfeast is an Oxfordshire charity which promotes a love of reading. Bookfeast is dedicated to developing and sustaining the 
habit of reading in order to nourish minds and build communities. We run projects for Oxfordshire primary schools and in the 
wider community, inspiring and encouraging children and older people to enjoy, share and talk about books and to foster their 
own creativity.  Bookfeast believes that reading for pleasure is a magic potion – it enhances emotional understanding, allows 
us to learn about other people and how to relate to them and to discover the possibilities of the world outside our immediate 
environment.   For older people it can sustain mental and physical health; our reading groups stimulate conversation, boost 
confidence, and address social isolation.  www.bookfeast.net

Bookfeast Schools Festival and Events Programme
Bookfeast brings books to life!  Nothing is more inspiring than meeting a favourite writer; hearing how they work, how they got 
started, where they get ideas from and having the chance to get a special book signed.  Since 1998 (as Oxford Literary Festival: 
Education & Outreach and now Bookfeast) we have done just this for around 27,000 Oxfordshire children at over 200 events with 
top authors, illustrators and poets.  

Lunchboox Clubs
Lunchboox is a scheme of weekly lunchtime reading groups for children in Years 5 and 6 in Oxfordshire primary schools.  
Lunchboox aims to promote children’s enjoyment of reading and to make reading a habitual activity for them. Through our 
reading clubs we aim to encourage children to read more and to talk about books with confidence.  Bookfeast provides 
participating schools with a volunteer leader and books, as well as information and resources about books, authors and related 
activities.  For more information about this scheme or if your school is interested in getting involved please email 
celia.maclachlan@bookfeast.net.

Sponsors and Funding

St Hugh’s College
This year we are extremely grateful to St Hugh’s College, Oxford, for generously hosting the Bookfeast Schools Festival and so 
providing a wonderful opportunity for Oxfordshire primary schools to spend part of a day in the College’s beautiful buildings 
and grounds and meet some of the College’s friendly students.   It is an opportunity for pupils to see the possibilities that this 
University, on their doorstep, could unlock for them a few years hence. Founded in 1886 as a former college for poor women, St 
Hugh’s is one of the largest of the thirty-eight colleges which comprise the University of Oxford. Oxford is the oldest university in 
the English-speaking world and the world’s second oldest surviving university.  www.st-hughs.ox.ac.uk

We are also very grateful to our sponsors, funders and supporters:

Blackwell’s Bookshop in Oxford was founded in 1879 and today has four floors of Academic and General books covering 
everything from History and Classics to Literature and Languages, from Economics and Politics to Philosophy, Religion and 
Science. Blackwell’s in Oxford is proud of its partnership with Bookfeast and supports its aim of encouraging people to love books 
and to want to read more. www.blackwell.co.uk 

Felicity Bryan Associates, founded in 1988, is an Oxford-based literary agency which handles fiction for children and adults and also 
non-fiction. Children’s authors include Tom Moorhouse, Meg Rosoff, Sally Gardner, Jenny Downham, Liz Kessler, Lauren St John 
and David Almond. www.felicitybryan.org.uk

Bookfeast is also extremely grateful to OUP Children’s Books and St Michael’s and All Saints’ Charities for their generous support 
of this Festival and to the North Wall for providing additional venue space.

	  

	  



Bookfeast Schools Festival 2017
Tuesday 16th – Friday 19th May               

       St Hugh’s College, Oxford

Information for Teachers 

With all the wit and whimsy of Chris Riddell, and the classic feel and warmth of Beatrix 
Potter, children everywhere have been enchanted by Claire Barker’s Knitbone Pepper Ghost 
Dog series, illustrated by Ross Collins. Claire used to live on narrowboats but now lives with 
her family on a small, untidy farm in deepest, darkest Devon. Join Claire for a wonderful 
session jam-packed with fun, mayhem and lots of laughs. Claire will talk about her own pets, 
and introduce Knitbone Pepper and his gaggle of ghostly animal friends, the Beloveds. 
Claire will also whip out her hat collection and you’ll even help her create a new Beloved 
character!
www.clairebarkerauthor.com
Recommended for Years 3-5
Supported by Usborne Claire Barker

After finishing an MA in Children’s Book Illustration at the Cambridge School of Art, Suzanne 
Barton began making picture books. Her first book The Dawn Chorus was published in 2014 
by Bloomsbury and was shortlisted for the Waterstone’s Children’s Book Prize. Join Suzanne, 
author and illustrator of  her new picture book, The Butterfly Dance, for storytelling and 
crafts. Be prepared to get creative and make your very own butterfly character! 
suzannebarton.co.uk 
Recommended for Reception-Year 1
Supported by Bloomsbury Children’s Books

Suzanne Barton

All aboard for an epic adventure! Join author and TV producer and director Simon Cherry 
as he talks about his debut children’s book series, Eddy Stone. With all the ingredients of a 
comic classic, the series has been praised by two of the country’s best-known comedians; 
Lenny Henry called it “charming, surreal and batty” and Stephen Fry wrote “Oh how I wish 
the wonderfully told adventures of this unforgettable pirate and the boy who befriends him 
had existed when I was young. I shall pretend I still am and read them again and again.” In his 
event, Simon will talk about how to set sail as a pirate, and how his two sons inspired him to 
write for children. He’ll also read from both books, Eddy Stone and the Epic Holiday Mash-Up 
and Eddy Stone and the Alien Cat Mash-Up.
www.usborne.com/readeddystone 
Recommended for Years 4-5
Supported by Usborne

Simon Cherry

Jo Cotterill is the author of the electrifying superhero series Electrigirl which tells the story of 
Holly who discovers she has electric superpowers. The series is a unique mix of action-packed 
prose and stunning comic-book style visuals drawn by illustrator Cathy Brett. In her event Jo 
gives hints and tips on writing and brings the story to life with a little help from her audience. 
Jo has published more than twenty books, including A Library of Lemons, which was nomi-
nated for the prestigious Carnegie Medal this year. 
jocotterill.com 
Recommended for Years 5-6
Supported by OUP

Jo Cotterill

Moll Pecksniff is back for a new adventure in The Night Spinner as the thrilling series that 
began with The Dreamsnatcher continues. With her friend Siddy at her side, and her fiercely 
protective wildcat, Gryff, friendship and loyalty is at the heart of this gripping, character lead 
series. Abi Elphinstone is a former teacher turned author. In her energetic event, find out how 
Abi creates her characters, builds her worlds and how her incredible research trips fuel her 
stories.
www.abielphinstone.com 
Activities available for download: http://www.abielphinstone.com/schools/4587845327 
Recommended for Years 5-6 
Supported by Simon & Schuster

Abi 
Elphinstone



Very Little Red Riding Hood is little.  Very little.  She’s going to her Grandmama’s for a 
sleepover and nothing’s going to stand in her way - not even a Wolf!    Very Little Rapunzel, 
meanwhile has very long hair and refuses to get a haircut - until she gets nits!  Teresa Heapy 
will read her award-winning books about these determined little characters, involving 
puppets and a sing-a-long...and there will be a chance to draw your own Very Little 
Rapunzel!
www.teresaheapy.co.uk  
www.penguin.co.uk/ladybird/authors/teresa-heapy/1070821/
Recommended for Reception-Year 1
Supported by Random House Children’s Books

Teresa Heapy

Meet Ava and her mischievous invisible cat, Squishy McFluff. During this interactive event 
children help author Pip Jones create the ultimate imaginary pet and hear some of Ava’s and 
Squishy’s adventures. This autumn Ava and Squishy are heading to the Big Country Fair – can 
they be trusted to behave?
Pip lives in East London with her partner, her two daughters and a real invisible cat. She 
writes a lot and even owns a writing cloak!  Pip won the inaugural Greenhouse Funny Prize 
in 2012 with Squishy McFluff: The Invisible Cat!, her first book.
www.squishymcfluff.com
pipjones.net
Recommended for Years 1-2
Supported by Faber Children’s BooksPip Jones

Attention all Pug fans! Come along and meet author Laura James and prepare to find out all 
about Pug and his best friend Lady Miranda. Pug is a dog who likes the quiet life, lots of loung-
ing and many jam tarts! Unfortunately Lady Miranda often has other ideas! So far Pug has 
been a Captain and now a Cowboy! What will he be next? Learn how to create a character and 
a simple story with Laura James.
www.laurajamesauthor.com
Recommended for Years 2-4
Supported by Bloomsbury Children’s Books

Laura James

Daring heroines, dazzling myths, wild islands and heaps of adventure – join author Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave as she discusses her bestselling novel The Girl of Ink & Stars and her 
new story The Island at the End of Everything. Learn about Kiran’s fictional inspirations, why 
friendship is so important, and how she creates her worlds and characters – and hear a 
snippet from her brand new novel!
www.kiranmillwoodhargrave.co.uk 
Recommended for Year 6
Supported by Chicken House

Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave

Come and find out about some ingenious inventions (and some downright daft ones too!) 
Take part in the awesome Inventors’ Quiz, Vote for the Silliest Invention, invent a machine 
to clean a dog . . . and most importantly, blow the dust off your imaginations and invent a 
brand new Nixie story.  Join Cas Lester, creator of Nixie The Bad, Bad Fairy (the mischievous, 
tomboy fairy who’s better with a spanner than she is with a magic wand) for a very lively talk 
and lots and lots of fun.
www.caslester.com
Recommended for Years 2-3
Supported by OUP

Cas Lester

Yasmeen Ismail is an award-winning illustrator and animator who has a love of inks, paints and 
watercolours. She has won The New York Times’ Best Illustrated Book Award and the V&A 
Best Illustrated Book Award and been long-listed for the Kate Greenaway Medal. Yasmeen is 
originally from Ireland, but now lives in London. 
Join Yasmeen as she brings to life the delightful and funny world of Kiki and Bobo, a charming 
new duo with lots of fun stories to tell. A session full of live drawings and storytelling, this is a 
perfect little event for young arty children. 
www.yasmeenismail.co.uk
Recommended for Reception-Year 1
Supported by Walker BooksYasmeen Ismail



Tom Moorhouse is the author of The New Adventures of Mr Toad, an exciting reimagining 
of the classic tale The Wind in the Willows with illustrations by Holly Swain. Together Tom 
and Holly will bring the book to life in a fun-packed event. With a mix of storytelling and live 
drawing the session will include story writing tips, illustration ideas, and an exploration of     
how to adapt classic stories.   Tom is the author of The River Singers, The Rising and Trickster 
and has been nominated for the Carnegie Medal for Trickster this year. Tom gets inspiration 
for his animal stories from his other job as a zoologist at the University of Oxford. 
Holly Swain is a children’s book illustrator who has illustrated picture book texts by many 
authors. The New Adventures of Mr Toad is her first young fiction book.  
tom-moorhouse.com    hollyswain.co.uk
Recommended for Years 3-5
Supported by OUP

Tom Moorhouse 
& Holly Swain

Clara Vulliamy & Polly Faber

Find out about cartooning and comic illustration from one of the best illustrators around. Gary 
Northfield is known for his cartoons for The Phoenix (Gary’s Garden) and The Beano (Derek the 
Sheep). His chapter book series charts the adventures of Julius Zebra and his gladiator pals as 
they fight for their freedom in the ferocious world of the Roman Colosseum, and now, in the 
latest instalment, they try their luck in barbaric Britain.
Join him in this hands-on workshop where you will create your own comics based on the 
characters and adventures in the Julius Zebra books.
www.garynorthfield.com
Recommended for Years 3-5
Supported by Walker BooksGary Northfield

Come along and meet the one and only Michael Rosen as he introduces you to Malcolm and 
his very bossy relative, Uncle Gobb. Find out about the second Uncle Gobb adventure, Uncle 
Gobb and the Green Heads. There will be facts (many of which are untrue), weasels, a trip to 
America, a genie and the Jumblies. A bonkers event sure to have you laughing your socks off.
www.michaelrosen.co.uk
Recommended for Years 4-6
Supported by Bloomsbury Children’s Books

Michael Rosen

Join the Guardian Children’s Book Award winner, and author of The Last Wild trilogy Piers 
Torday as he talks about his new book There May Be A Castle. A story about love, loss and the 
power of imagination, Piers will talk about the origination of storytelling and impart his writing 
secrets. He will tell you how hard it can be to become an author, but he will also inspire you to 
persevere and follow your dreams. 
www.pierstorday.co.uk
Recommended for Years 5-6
Supported by Quercus

Piers Torday

Join Laura Wood, author of the best-selling Poppy Pym series, in an interactive workshop and 
presentation all about the character of Poppy Pym. Poppy Pym has grown up in the circus, 
eating candy floss for breakfast and learning about lion taming ... until her circus family decides 
she needs a more traditional education, and they send her to boarding school. At first, Poppy has 
trouble fitting in at St Smithen’s, a school that is very different from the circus. But between 
solving the mystery of the Pharaoh’s curse and unmasking mysterious culprits Poppy Pym manages 
to save the day! Learn the tropes and traits necessary to create your own detective character just 
like Poppy with Laura’s How to Build a Detective event.
www.lauraclarewood.com 
Recommended for Years 5-6
Supported by Scholastic Children’s BooksLaura Wood

Join the creators of Mango & Bambang for this interactive session. As 
Clara draws, Polly reads the enchanting story of a little girl called 
Mango and her pet tapir, Bambang. You will have the chance to draw your 
own friend for Bambang as well as enjoy music and flamenco dancing.
www.walker.co.uk/Mango-Bambang-The-Not-a-Pig-Book-
One-9781406367140.aspx
Recommended for Years 2-3
Supported by Walker Books
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BOOKFEAST SCHOOLS FESTIVAL 2017 
APPLICATION FORMS FOR TICKETS 

	  
• Tickets for events with authors and illustrators at the Bookfeast Schools Festival are £4.00 per child. 

Seats for up to 3 accompanying adults are free per event. Additional adult seats are charged at the 
child rate.   
 

• There is no extra charge for the add-on Inspirational Characters’ Trail but places are limited to a 
maximum of 2 classes per trail. 
 

• Deadline for ticket applications: FRIDAY 24th MARCH  
 

• Please return these forms BY POST to:  
Celia MacLachlan, Bookfeast Schools Festival  
c/o Abbey Manor, High Street, East Hendred, Wantage, Oxon OX12 8JY 
 

• Please include THIS ALL-IMPORTANT FIRST SHEET WITH YOUR SCHOOL’S DETAILS ON IT!  
 

• You will be contacted by phone in the week of 27th March and before the Easter holidays regarding 
your application for tickets.  Once seats have been accepted verbally, we will write to confirm your 
booking and invoice the school accordingly. If you cancel your booking after this stage, you may be 
charged for the seats if they cannot be re-sold. 
 

• Please note that tickets will not be issued. 
 

• Application Forms can also be downloaded from our website at www.bookfeast.net 
 
If you have any queries about applying for tickets please email celia.maclachlan@bookfeast.net  
or call us on 01865 514149.       

 
 
Name of School: 
 
 

 
 

 
Address of School: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Contact Name: 
 
Literacy  
Co-ordinator: 
 
Email Address: 
 

 

 
School Phone 
Number:  

 

 
School Email 
Address: 

 

 
 

Page 1 
 



Page 2

SCHOOL: ..................................................................... CONTACT: ...................................TEL: .........................................

 
 
 

TUESDAY 16th MAY 2017 
 
 
 
VENUE: St Hugh’s College 

 
 
Time of event 

 
Number of 
child tickets  
  

 
Number of 
adult tickets 
(up to 3 free 
per session) 

 
Year 
group(s) 

 
Order of 
preference 
(1st choice,  
2nd choice etc) 

 
Abi Elphinstone (Years 5-6) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Clara Vulliamy & Polly Faber  
(Years 2-3) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Teresa Heapy (Reception-Year 1) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Gary Northfield (Years 3-5) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.45pm 

    

 
Kiran Millwood-Hargrave (Year 6) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 

 

 
2.00-2.45pm 

    

 
Teresa Heapy (Reception-Year 1) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.45pm 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCHOOL: ..................................................................... CONTACT: ...................................TEL: ......................................... 

 
Page 2 

 



SCHOOL: ..................................................................... CONTACT: ...................................TEL: .........................................
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 WEDNESDAY 17th MAY 2017 
 
 
 
VENUE: St Hugh’s College 

 
 
Time of event 

 
Number of 
child tickets  
  

 
Number of 
adult tickets 
(up to 3 free 
per session) 

 
Year 
group(s) 

 
Order of 
preference 
(1st choice,  
2nd choice etc) 

 
Tom Moorhouse & Holly Swain 
(Years 3-5) 
 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Claire Barker (Years 3-5) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Yasmeen Ismail (Reception-Year 1) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Michael Rosen (Years 4-6) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.45pm 

    

 
Claire Barker (Years 3-5) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.45pm 

    

 
Yasmeen Ismail (Reception-Year 1) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.45pm 
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THURSDAY 18th MAY 2017 
 
 
 
VENUE: St Hugh’s College 

 
 
Time of event 

 
Number of 
child tickets  
  

 
Number of 
adult tickets 
(up to 3 free 
per session) 

 
Year 
group(s) 

 
Order of 
preference 
(1st choice,  
2nd choice etc) 

 
Jo Cotterill (Years 5-6) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Pip Jones (Years 1-2) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Suzanne Barton (Reception –Year 1) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Piers Torday  (Years 5-6) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.45pm 

    

 
Laura James (Years 2-4) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.45pm 

    

 
Suzanne Barton (Reception–Year 1) 

 
12.45-2.00pm 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
2.00-2.45pm 
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SCHOOL: ..................................................................... CONTACT: ...................................TEL: .........................................

 
 

FRIDAY 19th MAY 2017 
 
 
 
VENUE: St Hugh’s College 

 
 
Time of event 

 
Number of 
child tickets  
  

 
Number of 
adult tickets 
(up to 3 free 
per session) 

 
Year 
group(s) 

 
Order of 
preference 
(1st choice,  
2nd choice etc) 

 
Laura Wood (Years 5-6) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
 Simon Cherry (Years 4-5) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 

    

 
Cas Lester (Years 2-3) 

 
10.00-11.15am 

    

 
Inspirational Characters’ Trail 
 

 
11.30am-12.15pm 
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